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RESUMEN

El analisis del medio natural desde una perspectiva historica revela la existencia
en el pasado de una insospechada riqueza forestal en la zona mas arida de la Peninsula
Ibérica (la actual provincia de Almeria). A lo largo de los Ultimos 400 afios €l
desarrollo de las actividades econémicas (expansion de los cultivos, mineria, metalur-
gia, etc.i. ha provocado un constante aumento de la presion antrépica sobre el medio
que. finalmente, se ha traducido en la constitucién del semidesértico paisaje actual.
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ABSTRACT

Forest formations have never been considered natural in the dry lowlands of
Almena (S. E Spain). This has been the most widely accepted interpretation and conies
from de scope of pliytosociology. Exhaustive botanic field work, the study of place
names alluding to forests and investigation of abundant historical documentation has
led us to the discovery of the last remaining forests that presently exist in this corollogic
sector, totally ignored by investigators. Finally, we develop an analysis of the various
models of relationships between man and the natural environment in the east of de
kingdom of Granada.
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