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guithed from grafs ; ata lower level becomes
long and rampant.  The vines begin to”
thoot, the lark 1s warbling in the air, and._.-:-
throughout a wide-extended valley the crops
every where promife an abundant harveft.

At the diftance of a league from Ver-
tientes, or, according to the expreflion of
my guide, of @ league as ling as Lent, is
Chirivél, a village containing a hundred
and fifty houfes, which, with fourteen
others, including all the adjacent country,i
and one third of the tithe, is the property.
of the Dutchefs of Alba. Here they have
ncither beef nor mutton; goats fleth fells
for-ten quartos, or 233 pence a pound of
fixteen ounces, and bread for two quartos
and a half, or £ of a penny. _

From hence we defcend three leagues in
the wide channel of a torrent, fhut in byf_"?
high hills and rugged rocks of {chift, all.
the way ta 7elez el Rubio, where the coun- -
‘try again opens on the view, and the vale

expands.
This town is faid to contain three thou~
fand families, with one folitary convent,
2nd a beautiful church, built by the:
Dutchefs
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Dutchefs of Alba, to whom the town and
the adjacent lands belong.

The Pofada makes a magnificent ap-
pearance, and, for a Spanith inn, may be
called commodiouns; but, cohﬁdering the
expence the Dutchefs has been at for the
advantage of the public, more attention
thould have been paid to the comfort of
genteeler travellers. The rooms, deftined
for their reception, are of a good fize, and
communicate by means of a {pacious gallery.
But the whole of the ground floor is aban-
doned to the carriers, and confifts of a fmall

- .kitchen, with a vaft repofitory, defigned at

once for the lading of their mules, for their
- catertainment, and for their dormitory.
Here their noife and riot, refounding
through the houfe by means of the long
+ gallery, is intolerable; and, as the kitchen
- 18 open, they are conftantly crowding round
the hearth to procure their fuppers, leaving
the miftre(s of the pofada no /effire to pay
attention to any guefts befide them{elves.
The town is commanded by a caftle for-
erly ftrong, now going to decay.

They have no beef. Mutton is fold for
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twelve quartos a pound, (3 +% pence), "foats
fleth for ten, bread for four.
From Velez you pafs over an open and a a
fertile plain, till you reach the conﬁnes, g
and from the kingdom of Granada cntct~
Murcia. Here thc profpedt changes ; and; 'i
inftead of a level country produdtive ofna
gram, and not deftitute of fruit trees, you'..,
meet with nothing but hills, barren, wild, &
and defolate, the refort of wolves, and ccver‘
cd chleﬂy with the efparto ruth.
To guard this pafs, a caftle, Calleﬁ'
Xixena, formerly a place of firength, if'
ereCted on the fummit of a craggy rot -'“'
and its ruins fill preferve a refpectable ap 2
pearance. The rock is {chift. =
As we drew nigh to Lorca, we overtook:

rlum Oleander in great abundance.

Here e foil i1s white, and the g
rock appears.

After havmb pafied three days in thef
clevated regions, conftantly in fight *
fnow, and expofed to the feverity of t
winter’s cold, the fudden tranfition fo the
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